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Soldier becomes wounded, ill or injured

Physician assesses and treats Soldier

Soldiers who have one or more conditions that
do not meet medical retention standards are
referred to a MEB/PEB after attaining the
Medical Retention Determination Point
(MRDP).

MRDP is when the Soldier’s progress appears
to have medically stabilized; the course of
further recovery is relatively predictable; and
where it can be reasonably determined that
the Soldier is most likely not capable of
performing the duties required of his/her
MOS, grade, or rank.

This MRDP and referral to a MEB/PEB will be
made within one (1) year of being diagnosed
with a medical condition(s) that does not
appear to meet medical retention standards,
but the referral may be earlier if the medical
provider determines that the Soldier will not
be capable of returning to duty within 1 year.

The MEB Physician or Physician Approval
Authority will review all MEB referrals to insure
that MRDP has been achieved prior to
initiating a Medical Evaluation Board.
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DoD Goal 72 calendar days 82 calendar days 26 calendar days
Total: 180 days

30 calendar days
Total: 210 days
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IDES Timeline

Transition
26 Days

If a Soldier is found unfit for continued
military service he/she must separate
no later than 90 days after finalization
of the board. This includes transition of
duties, orders issuance and out-
processing.

The IDES completion goal for the
Transition phase excludes any amount
of administrative absences or accrued
leave the Soldier is authorized to take.

The goal is for the DoD and VA to
complete 80 percent of all cases in
no more than 180 days starting from
the date of referral to the IDES and
ending on the date of return to duty,
retirement or separation.

This processing time goal is effective
the date of this DTM and will be fully
achieved by October 1, 2019.

Reference: Directive-Type Memorandum (DTM) 18-004, Change 2, 19 Sep 19 
“Revised Timeliness Goals for the Integrated Disability Evaluation System (IDES)”
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